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The first morning at sea there was a quiet sense of exhilaration on 
board, we were outward bound with a lively and enthusiastic group of new 
students. Regina's sails were set ‘full and by' on a starboard tack, 
running down Great South Channel. After sailing out past the new Nantucket 
light bouy and south to Hyrdographer Canyon we spent the night conducting 
a sucessful squid survey which provided us with a variety not thought to 
be commercially viable. The following day we located a warm core eddy, 

a massive spin-off of warm gulf stream water some 40 miles in diameter. 

Our first hydrostation was long, as students familiarized themselves with 

the use of plankton nets, nansen bottles and the bathythermograph. We 

were running a hug 'W' shaped transect thru the eddy, which takes over a 
week to complete. At the end of this session we were treated to a spendid 
sail back up to Stellwagen Bank where the wind died down, giving us excellent 
weather for a whale census before returning to Gloucester. 


Pete Major was chief scientist on the second two week session. Our 
objective was to start at the southwest corner of Stellwagen Bank, work our 
way north along Jeffries Bank to Grand Manan Island, which is on the Canadian 
border. During our second night north of Cape Cod we were situated in the 
middle of a large number of humpbacks feeding by moon light. We were running 
zig zag transects north along the bank using bottom grabs, water and plankton 
samples, bird counts and weather data to establish a firm enviornmental data 
base for the whales feeding grounds. With thick fog severly hampering our 
Progress north, it soon became apparent that we could not reach Grand Manan. 
So, our efforts were concentrated on Jefferies Bank. 


For the last session our chief scientist was replaced by Doctors Perran 
Ross and Kathy Rasmussen . We were in search of an even smaller eddy. 
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After battling head winds for a few days, we were forced to heave to and 
wait for more favorable winds. On our first morning on the eddy we were gifted 
with a calm, glassy sea. Just before lunch the sound of a fish trying to pull 
all the line of the fishing reel sent everyone aft. A bill fish leaped high 
into the air trying to shake the hook free. All gathered to encourage Eric on 
during his one and half hour battle to bring the fish, a 6'1" white marlin, 
along side. Later that day another marlin and a dorado were landed. Both 
fish, native to tropical waters, had been carried north by the gulf stream. 
Later on we sent a shark watch aloft, put the jacobs ladder over the lee side, 
and called a swim break. A swing was rigged on the course yard arm and aerial 
acrobatics were demonstrated to the delight of all. The next windy afternoon 
we rendezvoused with a pod of sperm whales numbering about 15. , 


They are not as curious as humpbacks and allowed us only a brief Took 
before sounding and continuing on their way. We spent several days riding the 
currents of the eddy around in a large circle doing numerous hydrostations 
along the way. Toward the end of a week a fair wind offered to push us back 
to Massachusetts Bay so we squared away and made good use of it. Arriving on 
Stellwagen Bank we found it nearly deserted of whales. A second day of this 
convinced us to put in at 0.R.E.S. to let the students use the shore base 
facilities to finabize their reports. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Evan Logan 
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BULLETIN!!! 
Search for a title! 


We are pleased to announce we are expanding the 0.R.E.S. News report 
to a quarterly magazine. The first. edition is scheduled for print in 
January, 1985, and will be packed with interesting articles and stories, 
educational material, and scientific studies. 


At this time the magazine remains nameless. We would very much enjoy 
receiving your suggestions for a title. Please send your ideas as soon as 
possible to "Magazine Dept", c/o 0.R.E.S., 19 Harbor Loop, Gloucester, Ma. 01930 


The time has come the Walrus said to speak of many things. 
Of shoes and ships and ceiling wax and cabbages and kings. 


As all of you know from the Annual Report, your Board of Directors 
reluctantly made the decision in the spring that the cost of maintaining 
Regina Maris in a proper state to serve the Society's needs is becoming 
prohibitive. Following this decision I made a survey of available vessels 
which included a trip to Europe where I visited the Canary Islands, Denmark 
and England. After viewing many ships and talking at length with ship- 
builders, I concluded that the best thing for us to do would be to raise 
the necessary funds to build a new vessel specifically designed to meet 
the Society's research and educational needs. To this end we haVe been 
hard at work with a possible funding agency which has expressed interest 
in considering a proposal from us for a grant to meet the cost of building 
anew ship. This proposal will go to the foundation at the end of this 
month, and we should know by the end of the year whether or not they will 
give us the necessary support. Meanwhile, I have been working with a 
shipyard in Denmark, developing the details of a design for a traditional 
three-masted square tops'] schooner of the same size as Regina but con- 
structed in steel. While different from Regina, it would retain many of her 
good features -- traditional design, square yards and sufficient displacement 
to make her comfortable at sea. At the same time it would have many other 
things we have always wanted: twin engines for greater maneuverability, 
durability andeaseof repair of the steel hull, greater internal usable 
space which steel construction brings and a lot of important scientific 
equipment and facilities. The reason for building the ship abroad is one 
of cost, the strength of the dollar versus the Danish crown means that a 
very attractive quotation can be made for high quality work. = —— — 


Since it will. take some time for a new ship to be built and delivered 
here (18-24 months is the current estimate from time of order to ultimate 
delivery), your Board feels that an intermin vessel should be sought so 
that Regina can be retired now. 


I'm happy to report that such a replacement is about to be in- 
hand. A verbal agreement has been reached for the purchase of a very 
modern steel three-masted stays'l schooner which is less than two years 
old. The ship will be bought by a small holding company which will then 
charter it to the Society for two years with an option to renew for a 
third. I am going to Spain on September 15 to conduct a buyer's survey 
which, if satisfactory, could lead to her acquisition before the end 


of September. If this plan proceeds as anticipated, we will sail the ship 
across to Puerto Rico in October. By the time this reaches you, you will 
have had a notice of the availability of berths for this transatlantic 
passage. We plan to give this new ship the name Rambler after a famous 
privateer built in Essex, Mass. in the late 1700's. While Rambler is 
not really ideally suited for our needs -- she's a bit too small and far 
more luxurious than needed -- and lacks many of the attractive features 
of traditional rigs and hull, I know from having sailed her that her 
sailing performance will be excellent and her windward going ability far 
superior to Regina's. 


All of you must be wondering what will become of Regina. ‘We plan 
to sell her if we can. All of us here feel she would make an excellent 
youth training facility, and we are approaching a number of potential _ 
buyers on that basis. There has been some interest already from possible 
purchasers, so I am hopeful we will be able to sell her and into good hands. 
Meanwhile we plan to lay her up here in Gloucester in late October until 
a new home for her is found and make her available for visits by school 
groups for educational purposes so that she will be in part self- 
supporting during that time. 


All of us here are very sad at the thought of parting with Regina. 
She has served us long and faithfully and as all of you know who have sailed 
her, has been a very good friend and teacher to us all. However, I feel 
that a new vessel will do us equally well and the savings the new structure 
will bring us will mean that we can put into action all sorts of programs 
which to date have only just been dreams. 


Respectfully yours, 


iy = ~ George Nichols, Jr. 
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